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Solar eclipse comes to Mount Vernon

is also a member of the Planetary
Society, a world-wide organization

Once-in-a-lifetime event  headquartered in California thats a

- space advocacy group.
draws a crowd to commynity i the v.trﬁalher holds, %‘ef it's ag
Y awesome thing to see,” Foley said’
BY TRAVIS MORSE Monday morning. “I've seen one be-
SENTINEL NEWS STAETF fore, one fotal solar eclipse before,

MOUNT VERNON — The Great
North American Eclipse cast its
shadow over Mount Vernon and Jef-
ferson County Monday, and it proved
to be a fun-filled day for everyone.

One of the hot spots or destina-
tions of interest in town was Vet-
erang Memorial Park, where there
was a festival like atmosphere in the
morning and afternoon leading up to
totality shortly after 2 p.m.

Justin Foley, from California, had
camera equipment with solar filter-
ing technology so that he could get
quality still photographs and video
of the once-in-a-lifetime event. He

and there’s really nothing like it.”

Foley said that he chose Mount
Vernon because it seemed like an
ideal Jocation to view the eclipse.

“I was looking at the forecast and
where the path of totality was and
it seemed like a good balance be-
tween probability of good weather
and a decent amount of totality,” Fo-
ley said.

Peter Hortensius from Raleigh,
North Carolina, and Bob Davies
from Winnipeg in Manitoba, Canada,
were also at Veterans Park for the
eclipse. They said that they previ-
ously viewed an-eclipse back in the
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late 1970s when they were teenagers.

“It’s a cool experience. We both
did it when we were 18, 19, and I
wanted to do it one more time.
Because the next time I can do it,
1 probably can't do it,” Hortensius
said, "We picked the (Mount Vernon)
area because we haven't really trav-
eled in the area before so we drove
out here, and we picked this place
because it had the best combina-
tion of not too much traffic, because
getting closer to St. Louis is getting

. busy, and here we saw a nice park

with a nice bathroom and a nice lo-
cation.”

Stephen Rodriguez, from Vir-
ginia, also visited Veterans Park for
the eclipse and said that the crowd

‘would be in for a real treat as far as

what happens when the totality hits
and day turns briefly into night.

Please see Eclipse, Page 3A
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~ ADJUSTING CAMERA — Stephen ‘ﬁudrlguez of Virginla, CENTER,
makes some adjustments to hls camera equipment prior to Monday's

solar eclipse. Also plctured Is Shane McDonald of
visited Veterans Park for Monday's event.

0'Fallon. Both men

OM OUTLAND AIRPORT

'_Y;)u really
had to be
there

Peaple flocked to
Cedarhurst Center for the
Arts to view the solar eclipse

BY DAVID BELCHER
FORTHE SENTINEL

MOUNT VERNON — You really

had to be there. :
You really had to be there to fully
appreciate the sight of sunny South-
ern Illinois skies being darkened
Monday due to a total solar eclipse,
* nicknamed the Great North Ameri-

can Solar Eclipse. :
A total solar eclipse oceurs when
the moon travels between the

Please see Cedarhurst, Page 2A
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John Drles of Wisconsin, FRONT CENTER, visited Mount Vernon Outland Alrport with hls wife And'l, CENTER
REAR, and frlends Steve and Peggy Frank to watch and photograph Monday's solar eclipse,

Sentinel Photo/DAVID BELCHER

ECLIPSE DAY — Wearlng eclipse
glasses to protect her eyes from

s — e
e e I



THE SENTINEL ® \WEDNL

.y APRIL LU, 2024

Eclipse:
| Continued from Page 14

“It’s unbelievably different
'because you see the corona
of the sun, which is like the
crown of the sun is what they
call it, and everything gets
dark, the animals start think-
ing it's nilght time, it's just a’
totally different experience.
It's otherworldly and it's well

worth traveling for," Rodri-

‘guez said, :
One of the people with Ro-
driguez was Shane McDon-

lald of O'Fallon, who also

expressed excitement about

| yiewing the eclipse.

“Just watching it and being
in the moment and experi-

| encing just a wonder of cre-

ation,” McDonald said.
Another popular spot. in
Mount Vernon to watch the
eclipse was C.E, Brehm Me-
morial Public Library, which
hosted a viewing party start-
ing at 12:30 p.m. Monday. Jeff
Martinson and his wife, Sue,

| were among those outside the -

library to view the eclipse,
“We live in Wisconsin and
we timed our return from

i Florida and Georgia with a

stop here to catch the total-
ity,” Jeff said, later adding,
“There's no shortage of peo-
ple who rave about the natu-

| ral experience it represents,

"so I want to experience it

based upon all (of) that rec-
ommendation." :

Mount Vernon Outland
Airport also held a home-
coming event on Monday for
pilots who have participated
in aviation events, but along
with that the general public
was allowed to come to the
parking lot areas and around
the airport lake to watch the
eclipse.

“We saw (an eclipse) in
‘17, I was impressed at how
spectacular it was then,” said
Richard Allan of Belleville,

| who came to the airport with

his wife Mary. “It was amaz-

| ing to me."”

Also at the airport was
Rich Gates from Minneapolis,
Minnesota. He said that he

' and his wife.are storm chas-

ers and he really wanted to
see the eclipse.

“It’s the closest to totality
that I figure I could get with-
out being with like 200,000
people,” Gates said of choos-
ing to stop in Mount Ver-
non, He added of the total-

| ity of the eclipse, "It’s three

minutes and forty seconds
(which) is still quite a long

Sentinel Photo/TRAVIS MORSE

WATCHING THE ECLIPSE — Mount Vernon was In total-
Ity for a little over three minutes during Monday's solar

aclipse. Plctured are people watching the eclipse from Vet- |

erans Memorlal Park.

time. I saw the 2017 one but

it was only 92 percent, which
was still cool but I wanted to
get 100 percent.”

John Dries and his wife
Andi, from Wisconsin, also
came to the airport to view
the eclipse with their friends,
Steve and Peggy Frank from
Milwaukee. !

“If it hadn't been for our
friends, Steve and Peggy, I
probably wouldn't have both-
ered coming down, but I'm
glad we did,” John Dries said.
T enjoy photography and this
is somethipg I haven't tried."

In addition, Cedarhurst
Center for the Arts hosted
a number of activities lead-
ing up to the solar eclipse
including “Sun, Moon an
Art: Family Fun with the
Eclipse,” an arts and crafts
event for kids on Saturday.
Also on Saturday, Cedarhurst
held a dual lecture about the
eclipse featuring Dr. Ken-
neth Sembach and Susanna
Widicus Weaver, and then on
Sunday held a special con-
cert featuring pianist Mark"
Valenti. The activities culmi-
nated Monday with a Total
Eclipse Watch Party.

“The solar eclipse gives an
opportunity for us to intro-
duce Cedarhurst to visitors
maybe that aren't familiar
with us outside of our area,
but also to encourage our
community to come and cele-

- brate this momentous week-

end with us," said Cedarhurst
Director of Education Jenni-
fer Sarver, 4

Ryan and Amy Long of
Mount Vernon brought their

childreﬁ Athena and Tri.stan
to Saturday's Cedarhurst

craft event. They both ex-
pressed excitement about the |

event and Monday's eclipse.

"We're super excited for it,
I mean it's potentially a once-
in-a-lifetime event," Amy
Liong said. Ryan Long then
added, “And it's good for the
community. It's going to bring
people in from all over to.
come see it."”

Carol Baril of Mount Ver-
non attended Saturday's
"Sun, Moon and Art" event
with her granddaughter
Kayleigh Johnson. Baril said
that activities like the ones
Saturday and the eclipse it-
self are great ways to intro-
duce young kids fo science.

“‘Because we're in the to-
tality, we're going to have lots
of visitors, I hope, and events
like this will just show off the
best face of Mount Vernon,"
Baril said.

Monday's partial eclipse
began in earnest at around
12:44 p.m. Monday and com-
plete totality was reached at
around 2:02 p.m. and lasted
for a little over three min-
utes. During totality, the sun
was pretty much completely
covered and the day turned

into night, causing street |

lights to come on. The crowd
that had gathered at Vet-
erans Park for the eclipse
erupted in applause when to-
tality was reached,

Specific figures were not
available Monday on how
many visitors Mount Vernon
saw from the eclipse.

tmorse@momingsentinel.com
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" Maunt Vemon Outland Alrport proved'to be a prime location Monday forv‘!aw!ngtl\é solar eclipse:
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Resldents at GreenTree at Mt. Vernon enjoyed an eclip!
party and viewing the phenomenon on Monday afternoo
GreenTree Is an asslsted llving and memory care faclll
‘located at 208, Zachery Dr. In Mount Vernon. ¢
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Trafflc on norlhbourid Interstate 5;1 near Mount Vernon was busy two hours after the ‘eclipse. Many tourlsts visited
southern lllinols over the weekend and Monday to be In the optimal path of the eclipse. 4

Young chlldern play with
bubbles at the Centralla
Reglonal Library during the
Total Solar Eclipse Monday.

§ Snllnsl Photo/JO ALLEN
. Downtown Centralla street lights flickered on during the total eclipse on Monday. Day
time could still be seen In the distance, but the Centralla area was casted In the moon's
shadow at 2:01 p.m.

Justin Foley, from Callfornla, makes somé adJustments to his photographic equipment {
Veterans Park prior to Monday's solar eclipse.




